
 

 

Report Release: Locked Up Too Long
 

The Michigan Center for Youth Justice (MCYJ) recently completed a project begun in 2017, in partnership with the
Ruth Ellis Center and supported by the McGregor Fund, to “Advance Justice for Youth with Diverse SOGIE (Sexual
Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression) in Wayne County.’’ Among other things, this project led to the
discovery that, in Wayne County, there are no foster care placements for justice-involved young people with diverse
SOGIE and very few available foster care placements or semi-independent living options for any justice-involved
young people. Realizing this was a systemic problem about which little was known, MCYJ initiated a series of
interviews and data collection to discover and report on its scope.
 
In total, MCYJ gathered data from four of the five Wayne County care management organizations (CMOs). This
information included age, race, sex, entry offense, living arrangement at intake, total length of stay in out-of-home
care, and a brief narrative about particular barriers to returning home. MCYJ also conducted eleven focus groups or
individual interviews with various stakeholders, including staff from CMOs, child placing agencies, the juvenile court,

https://www.miyouthjustice.org/advancing-justice-project?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


and related government agencies. Additionally, three young persons directly impacted by housing instability were
interviewed to share their experiences and recommendations.
 
Wayne County young people in detention or residential placements who are unable to return home remain locked
up for too long. CMOs report serious challenges to finding stable living situations for young persons who cannot
return home, and this limitation of service availability increases if they identify as LGBTQ+.
 
Locked Up Too Long was developed as a result, to raise awareness about young people remaining in juvenile
facilities simply because they are unable to return home, and to provide recommendations that will a) increase
prevention strategies, b) expand access to services, c) improve reentry planning, and d) improve data collection and
sharing, so that confined youth and emerging adults can be released as scheduled. On Monday, November 28th,
MCYJ gathered a group of diverse Wayne County stakeholders to present the results of our work and to brainstorm
actionable next steps that we hope will reduce the length of stay for a number of justice-involved young people. 

To read the full report, click here.
 

 

MCYJ Mourns the Loss of A Friend and Advocate
 

Recently, MCYJ learned of the unexpected and tragic death of our friend and former contractor Danny Jones, who
was a founding staff member of the Michigan Collaborative to End Mass Incarceration (MI-CEMI). Danny was a
warm and caring individual and a fierce advocate for criminal justice reform who will be missed by many.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mZ0l_Gpbckyhs1mrnQ-n0RQQxswWoveT/view?usp=sharing&emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://michigancollaborative.org/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


 

   MCYJ and Partner Host Conversation with Youth Leaders 
 

On November 15th, MCYJ and the National Center for Youth Law (NCYL) hosted a joint conversation with youth
leaders from the Student Advocacy Center. This discussion began with an overview of juvenile fines and fees. Youth
learned more about the unique ways juvenile court debt can hinder youth long-term, including preventing access to
student loans and housing, or harming their credit. Following the overview, we began a group conversation that
centered on youth perspectives on fines and fees.
 
Youth were quick to point out the detrimental impacts of justice by geography, which stems from the decentralized
nature of the Michigan juvenile justice system. The group reflected how critical it is to focus on restorative rather
than punitive measures. To take their feedback into action, youth leaders will have the opportunity to work with both
organizations on creative art projects. These projects will express the true cost of juvenile fines and fees from the
perspective of young people themselves. We look forward to providing direct avenues for youth leaders’ advocacy. 
 
MCYJ and NCYL express gratitude to the team at the Student Advocacy Center for collaborating on this discussion.

 

Save the Date for MCYJ's 2022 Holiday Open House
 

MCYJ is excited to announce that this year our annual youth card-writing event, Cards & Community, will once
again be an in-person event. Join us at our new office space in Ann Arbor to meet staff and write cards to young
people who will be in detention or residential treatment this holiday season. Would you like to participate in writing

https://youthlaw.org/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.studentadvocacycenter.org/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


cards, but would rather stay home? Join us virtually! Our open house event will take place Friday, December 16th,
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Save the date today or let us know if you plan to join by clicking the button below!

RSVP

 

Resource Share: Children's Law Fellowship 2023-2025 Opportunity
 

The Sol & Helen Zubrow Fellowship in Children's Law is a two-year, non-project-based fellowship in children’s law.
Zubrow Fellows take on a variety of legal tasks and gain a comprehensive understanding of issues in the child

https://forms.gle/5QTSDfWQr36s993L9?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://jlc.org/issues?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


welfare and justice systems. Fellows co-author groundbreaking reports, help pass legislative and executive reforms,
and participate in major litigation. 

Fellows participate in all aspects of the work, including legislative and policy advocacy, providing technical
assistance and training, and appellate advocacy. The deadline to apply is January 13th, 2023. Click here to learn
more and apply!

 

Youth Justice in the News
 

Detroit Evening Report: Gov. Whitmer creates committee to review Michigan’s residential youth facilities
Whitmer creates group to seek solutions to shortage of juvenile treatment beds
Clement picked by Michigan Supreme Court as chief justice
Examining elementary school arrests in Southeast Michigan schools

 

Upcoming Events
 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Creative Solutions and Opportunities to Address the National Juvenile Justice System Staffing Crisis
December 8th, 1:00-2:30 p.m. ET. Register here!
 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
2022 Tribal Youth National Conference
December 13th-15th, San Diego, CA. Register here!
 
Holiday Open House: Cards & Community
Michigan Center for Youth Justice
December 16th, 2:30-5:30 p.m. ET, 3810 Packard Rd., Suite 200A, Ann Arbor, MI 48108.
 
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
National Conference of Juvenile Justice
March 19-22nd, 2023, Renaissance Dallas Addison Hotel, Addison, TX 75001. Learn more here!

 

Our Vision: a fair and effective justice system for Michigan’s children, youth and young adults.  

Our Mission: we work to advance equitable youth justice policies and practices that protect young people and help
them achieve their full potential.

Donate

 

Follow MCYJ on Social Media

3810 Packard Rd., Suite 200A
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

https://jlc.org/Zubrow-Fellowship?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://wdet.org/2022/10/21/detroit-evening-report-gov-whitmer-creates-committee-to-review-michigans-residential-youth-facilities/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/10/20/whitmer-juvenile-treatment-shortage-michigan/69577383007/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/news-releases/2022/november/supreme-court-unanimously-elects-justice-elizabeth-clement-as-chief-justice/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/examining-elementary-school-arrests-in-southeast-michigan-schools/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://csgjusticecenter.org/events/creative-solutions-and-opportunities-to-address-the-national-juvenile-justice-system-staffing-crisis/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.tribalyouth.org/connect-and-learn/ojjdp-tribal-youth-national-conference/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.ncjfcj.org/events/2023-national-conference-on-juvenile-justice/?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}#:~:text=The%202023%20National%20Conference%20on%20Juvenile%20Justice%20will%20be%20held,is%20available%20for%20%2415%2Fday.
https://www.miyouthjustice.org/donate?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.facebook.com/miyouthjustice?emci=b6b03f63-0270-ed11-819c-00224825858d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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