Building Community for Change
On May 5, 2022, the Michigan Center for Youth Justice held its first in-person Gala in over three years at Weber’s
Boutique Hotel and Restaurant in Ann Arbor. Due to COVID, MCYJ has had to forgo in-person gatherings. This
year, however, we were committed to making the in-person Gala work, and we are pleased to let you all know that
the event exceeded our expectations!
Our Gala audience enjoyed a wonderful array of speakers, including Michigan Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth
Clement, Washtenaw County Prosecutor Eli Savit, and our MCYJ Youth Justice Champion honoree, Charisse. Each
speaker, from their own unique perspectives, communicated about the evening's theme, Building Community for
Change. They highlighted and supported not only important work that MCYJ is doing, but emphasized the
importance of growing the community of youth justice advocates around Michigan to achieve meaningful and
lasting legislative reforms. We were also all moved deeply by the Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit’s performances.
On behalf of the staff and board of MCYJ, we want to thank everyone who attended the Gala and everyone who
donated to the Gala whether they attended or not. Your generous support is deeply appreciated!

MCYJ Partners with WMU to Support Youth Fellows
On May 4, 2022, the Michigan Center for Youth Justice hosted a group of youth fellows – specifically the Western
Michigan University Lewis Walker Institute Youth Juvenile Justice Fellows – as they spent the day in Lansing
sharing their stories with legislators and their staff.

The fellows, supported by the Public Welfare Foundation, have been meeting since November 2021 to discuss
issues related to youth justice, and particularly how the justice system has played a role in the group members’
lives. Throughout the last six months, the fellows have been preparing for a meeting with their legislators. Their
preparation included training with topics such as an introduction to youth justice, “how to be a youth advocate,”
and mock meetings.
During their trip to Lansing, the group met with Senator Sean McCann’s (D-20) staff (McCann was unfortunately
unable to attend due to illness), Representative Julie Rogers’ staff (D-60; also unable to attend due to illness), and
Representative Christine Morse (D-61). In the meetings, young people discussed how their lives have been
impacted by the juvenile justice system and proposed solutions identified by the fellows during their training
sessions. The fellows were honored as guests of the House of Representatives as Morse introduced them to the
House Floor.
MCYJ is thankful to the legislators and their staffs for their time and thoughtfulness in engaging with the fellows.
We look forward to the great changes these youth advocates will bring!

An Advocacy Toolkit to Support Debt-Free Justice
Our efforts to eliminate the use of juvenile court fees (and subsequent debt) are ongoing, and we need your help! If
you’d like to take action and help advocate for Debt-Free Justice for kids, take a look at our Digital Toolkit.
In the toolkit you can find information regarding the background of juvenile court fees, a sample letter to the editor,
a sample letter to your legislator along with a link to our letter-writing campaign, social media posts, and more!
MCYJ is counting on your help to make Debt-Free Justice a reality. Take action today to support Michigan youth!

Midland Court Helps Place Justice-Impacted Youth with Foster Families

When justice-impacted young people and their families are in a personal crisis situation, Midland’s 42nd Circuit
Court has a positive alternative: foster care.
For more than 30 years, the court’s family division has licensed foster care homes to provide short-term care to
teens impacted by the youth justice system.
Foster parents are recruited and assessed and receive both training and a license for free. The process typically
takes 3-4 months to complete. They also get access to help throughout their stays, including Foster Care
Coordinator Jodie Garner being on call, taking part in quarterly meetings and through support groups. State and
federal funds help cover the costs.
“There’s hundreds of kids who have gone through the system who still have a connection with our foster parents,”
Garner explained. “It makes a huge impact and kids end up doing very well and keeping the connection.”
To read the full article, click here.

Next Week: A Training Relevant to All Professions
On June 2, the Michigan Center for Youth Justice will be proud to present Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Who Is the
Most Biased of Them All?, an implicit bias training by Daicia Price, clinical assistant professor of social work at the
University of Michigan. Implicit bias, or the unconscious attitudes, prejudices, or stereotypes we may have toward
others without our conscious awareness, is an important concept for all professionals to be cognizant of. Biases,
whether favorable or unfavorable, can hinder professionals in serving their patients’ or clients’ needs. MCYJ’s
training will afford professionals a safe and supportive environment to examine their individual values, beliefs, and
biases, and identify ways these may impact their daily professional decision-making in order to better serve their
constituents.
Hosted in collaboration with the National Association of Social Workers, this training is eligible for three social work
CEUs. Learn more about this important opportunity in the “Coming Events” section below or register here for this
reduced-cost, community-focused training. As always, please share with others in your network!

PW Funding Announcement
We are thrilled to announce that MCYJ was just chosen to receive a new $500,000 two-year grant from the Public
Welfare Foundation as part of their True Reformer grant initiative. To honor PWF’s 75th anniversary, the foundation
selected seven social justice not-for-profit organizations from across the U.S. to receive True Reformer grant
awards. The seven grants represent PWF’s investment in restorative, community-led, and racially just approaches
to justice reform.

Youth Engagement Mini-Grant Opportunity
The Michigan Center for Youth Justice (MCYJ) has $2,500 available to offer organizations engaging youth who are
justice-involved, or are at-risk of becoming so, in ways that highlight their voices and share their stories. The
awarded funds should go directly to young people as reimbursement for sharing their stories (e.g., for testimony,
op-eds, or other advocacy) or by using their voices in some other creative way, such as writing, poetry, or artmaking.
Mini-grant requests are limited to $1,000 per organization and applications are due May 31, 2022. If your
application is funded, you will receive an email from MCYJ by June 3 and must accept the grant by June 8. Funds
must be used by June 30, 2022.

Apply Here

Announcing the Addition of A New Staff Member
MCYJ recently welcomed its sixth staff member, Macayla Jones, as a full-time Communications Coordinator. In this
role, Macayla will be responsible for managing the communications, assisting with events and creating social media
content for MCYJ.
Macayla was the top senior in her major (Business/Communication) and received the Bukowski Award, the highest
honor given to an Aquinas College senior. During her time at Aquinas, Macayla had various roles, including being a
diversity assistant, peer tutor in Spanish, and resident assistant. Macayla was also a part of the student acapella
group TakeNote, and lead marketer for the student organization Women Empower on campus.
During her junior year, Macayla was in the Grand Valley State University Cook Leadership Academy cohort, where
she honed her skills as a leader to help the surrounding Grand Rapids community. Macayla has a passion for social
reform and for helping others, while making sure that everyone feels heard and seen. We are excited to have her
join our team!

What's Next for Juvenile Life Without Parole in Michigan?
On the latest episode of “The Table: Conversations on Youth Justice,” ACLU of Michigan legal director Dan
Korobkin and state Senator Jeff Irwin (Ann Arbor) joined hosts Gabrielle Dresner and Husain Haidri to discuss
what's next for juvenile life without parole in Michigan.
Their conversations ranged from the state’s history of juvenile life without parole and the cases that have defined its
current status to proposed legislation that would eliminate it, and the political obstacles to that campaign.
Listen and subscribe wherever you find your podcasts: https://www.miyouthjustice.org/thetable

Youth Justice in the News
Michigan should ban mandatory life for juvenile offenders
Washtenaw County to launch juvenile restitution assistance program
Investing in Public Schools Reduces Crime: Michigan Study
Under scrutiny, company that claimed to help troubled youth closes many operations and sells others
In some states, your 6-year-old child can be arrested. Advocates want that changed.

Upcoming Events
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Raising the Bar on Juvenile Reentry: Ways Agency Directors Use Data
May 26th, 3-4:15 p.m. Learn more here.
Michigan Center for Youth Justice
Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Who Is the Most Biased of Them All?
June 2nd, 1-4 p.m. Learn more here.
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Building Relationships between Law Enforcement and Youth: Innovative Policies and Practices
June 9th, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and June 10th, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Learn more here.
Coalition for Juvenile Justice
Tools for Student Collaboration with Education Systems
June 24th, 3- 4 p.m. Register here!

Our Vision is a fair and effective justice system for Michigan’s children, youth and young adults.
Our Mission is to advance policies and practices that reduce confinement and support trauma-informed, racially
equitable, socio-economically and culturally responsive, community-based solutions for Michigan’s justice-involved
children, youth and young adults.

Please consider supporting our work by donating today.
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